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Youth Shaping Cities
Growing a Culture of Civic Youth 

Engagement





OVERVIEW

● Recognize the value of youth engagement 
● Learn, share and critically analyze case studies for out-

of-the-box youth engagement practices and tools
● Develop strategies and practices for effective youth 

engagement
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Biggest Barriers for Youth to Engage

1. Lack of civic literacy

2. Lack of confidence

3. Lack of credibility

4. Lack of connections

5. Lack of time/financial means



Lessons Learned in Youth Engagement

1. ‘Youth’ is not a homogenous group. Plan with different socio-
economic barriers and backgrounds in mind.

2. Processes should be flexible and responsive. Thoughtful process 
design and different tools are needed to match the interest and 
assets of youth with the needs of municipalities. 

3. Clearly define expectations of youth and how their involvement 
will impact the process.



Lessons Learned in Youth Engagement

6.  Engage early and often to build trust, ownership and relationships.

5.  To engage youth, go to where they are. Create comfortable,   
informal spaces.  

6.   Plan with youth at the table. Share decision-making power.   
Create ownership. Build capacity. When in doubt, just ask.



QUESTIONS

● What youth engagement practices have 
worked for you?

● How can you integrate youth engagement into 
your work OR improve your youth engagement 
practices?

● What are you still wondering about?
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